[bookmark: _GoBack]Chapter 15 -- The Civil Rights Movement		1950-1969
Roots of the Civil Right Movement
a. Hitler’s use of racism during WWII caused many Americans to see the destruction racism and segregation was causing in America and pushed to end the mistreatment of minority groups 

Brown Overturns Plessy
a. Plessy v. Ferguson (1896) allowed segregation (separation of races) in public schools as long as the facilities were “equal” – but they weren’t 
b. The Supreme Court ruled that public schools should be desegregated with “all deliberate speed” but did not set a timeline, so segregation lasted for several more years in most states 
c. Thurgood Marshall (a lawyer with the NAACP*) helped to end segregation in public schools by winning the Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka, Kansas case in 1954 
a. *NAACP = National Association for the Advancement of Colored People 

Montgomery Bus Boycott
a. Rosa Parks was arrested for not giving up her seat to a white person on the city bus in 1955 
b. Parks’ arrest led to the African American bus riders to boycott (or refuse to buy/use) the city busses until busses were desegregated 
c. Martin Luther King, Jr. (a young minister) spoke to the boycotters and encouraged them to keep fighting for justice – the boycott lasted 13 months 
d. African American boycotters were being threatened, bombed and thrown in jail – which caught the media’s attention 

Results of the Bus Boycott
a. 1. Ended segregation on city busses 
b. 2.Led to the creation of the SCLC (Southern Christian Leadership Committee) which coordinated protests 
c. 3.Pushed Martin Luther King, Jr. into the spotlight as a Civil Rights leader 

Massive Resistance
a. Many whites in the south were against integration (or desegregation) 
b. The KKK resurfaced and began to use violence to threaten blacks 
c. White Citizens Councils were formed to prevent desegregation 

Little Rock Nine
a. In Little Rock, Arkansas in 1957, nine African American students were forced to integrate Central High School but the governor ordered the National Guard troops to stop the black students 
b. Eight of the nine students were called and told they would be driven to school, but Elizabeth Eckford rode the bus alone…

Students Get Involved
a. In 1960, four African American college students held a “sit-in” at a white’s only lunch counter to protest segregation in public places 
b. By the end of the week, the four original protesters had grown to over 100, including some whites, which spread the idea of sit-ins across the south 
c. Segregationists fought back by pouring ammonia and itching powder over the protesters, beat them, burned them with cigarettes and even sent some protesters to jail 

SNCC
a. Due to the success of the sit-ins, an organization was created by the Civil Rights leaders for young people to get involved in the fight for Civil Rights 
a. Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) 

Kennedy and CORE
a. In 1960, John F. Kennedy is elected president after arranging the release of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. from jail 
b. Although Kennedy won the support of African American voters, there were not many of them at the time and barely won the election 
c. The Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) pressured the federal government to pay more attention to Civil Rights issues and planned Freedom Rides 

Freedom Rides
a. Freedom Rides were a form of protest to desegregate interstate busses 
b. Freedom Riders (both black and white) would ride busses from the north into the south with whites in the back of the bus and blacks in the front 
c. Riders were beaten severely, busses were burned, some riders were even killed 
d. President Kennedy finally sent marshals to protect the riders and the government soon desegregated interstate busses 

Protests in Birmingham
a. Birmingham, Alabama was led by Public Safety commissioner Eugene “Bull” Connor and he was extremely racist 
b. Civil Rights groups such as SNCC and SCLC thought that nonviolent protesters being attacked by Bull Connor would help the nation see the need for change 
c. Martin Luther King, Jr. was arrested after the first week of protests and wrote a Letter from Birmingham Jail 

Birmingham to Washington D.C.
a. 4 children were killed in the bombing of a Baptist Church in 1963 in Birmingham, AL 
b. A march was planned in Washington, D.C. to build support for the Civil Rights movement 
c. MLK, Jr. gave the famous “I Have a Dream” speech in front of the Lincoln Memorial 
d. President Kennedy promised more support for Civil Rights 

Kennedy and Civil Rights
a. On November 22, 1963, President Kennedy was assassinated while driving through Dallas, TX 
b. Vice-President Lyndon B. Johnson was sworn in and promised to honor Kennedy by passing the Civil Rights Act of 1964 
a. Civil Rights Act of 1964 made segregation illegal all across America in public places and created the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission to prevent job discrimination 

Fighting for Voting Rights
a. Civil Rights Act of 1964 made it illegal to use different standards or requirements for blacks and whites to vote 
b. In 1964, the 24th Amendment was also passed making it illegal for states to require a poll tax 
c. The SNCC group organized a voting drive called Freedom Summer and pushed for stronger voting laws to encourage blacks to vote 

Freedom Summer
a. SNCC organized a black voter registration drive in Mississippi in the summer of 1964 
b. Volunteer college students were beaten, bombed and murdered during the voter registration drive but were abled to add 1,200 new black voters that summer 
c. In early 1965, MLK, Jr. led a voter registration drive in Alabama but the volunteers were attacked by state police while crossing a bridge – which caused more media coverage and more national support for Civil Rights Movement 



Voting Rights Act
a. President Johnson tells Alabama Governor George Wallace that no more violence will be tolerated and uses the nation’s anger about the attack to push the voting rights law through Congress 
b. August 6, 1965, President Johnson signs the Voting Rights Act into law which bans all forms of discrimination in voting and sends government officials to register new voters – within weeks, black voters increased from 10% to 60% in Alabama. 

Great Society
a. President Johnson wanted to make America a “Great Society that demands an end to poverty and racial injustice” by adding more social programs to help those in need 
b. Medicare (health care for the elderly), Medicaid (health care for the poor) , Elementary and Secondary School Act (federal funds for public schools), and environmental protection laws were all part of the Great Society program
 
What’s Next?
a. Some major civil rights laws were passed and victories were won, but the civil rights leaders disagreed on what to do next 
b. MLK, Jr. and the SCLC moved their protests north to end discrimination but were largely unsuccessful which led to frustration and 164 riots across the U.S., although MLK, Jr. tried to encourage others to continue 
c. MLK, Jr. was assassinated in Tennessee on April 4, 1968 
d. The loss of Dr. King was devastating for the civil rights movement 
e. In the 1960s, SNCC kicked out their white members choosing to follow a militant “black power” leader named Stokely Carmichael 
f. Malcolm X became a popular leader of the Nation of Islam group before leaving the group to promote peace between races 
g. Malcolm X was assassinated by a Nation of Islam member in 1965 

Equal Rights Struggle Expands
a. The African American struggle for equal rights inspired other minority groups to fight for equality 
b. Cesar Chavez (born in Yuma, AZ in 1927) started a farm workers union in 1962 but the farm owners refused to recognize the union until they brought up Martin Luther King, Jr.’s example 
c. Chavez urged farm workers to go on strike and the public not to buy products from non-union workers 
d. The strike worked and resulted in higher wages and new benefits for the farm workers 

Mexican Americans Organize
a. Mexican Americans followed Cesar Chavez’s lead and formed the group La Raza Unida (The United People) in 1970 
b. La Raza Unida fought to get Mexican Americans better jobs, higher pay, better education, better housing and worked on getting Mexican Americans elected to public office 
c. Mexican American students also began to organize for better school facilities, more Mexican American culture-based classes and teachers 
d. Although many of the student protesters were arrested at first, by the end 1970s, many of their demands had been met 

Hispanic Diversity
a. The many different backgrounds and cultures of Hispanics made it difficult to achieve unity and fight for a single cause 
b. Hispanics trace their roots to Spanish-speaking countries and cultures, but there are also many differences between them such as: 
a. Some are concerned about citizenship and immigration (Mexican Americans and Latinos) but not Puerto Ricans 
b. Cubans are more conservative due to escaping Communism than others are 

Native Americans Unite
a. Native Americans also had a difficult time agreeing on a cause to fight for, but in the 1950s, they all agreed to fight against the “termination policy” 
a. Termination policy (1953) - The U.S. government began to terminate the federal protections of land and other resources of the Native American tribes 
b. The National Congress of American Indians (NCAI) was formed in 1944 to promote the “common welfare” of Native Americans and led the protests against the termination policy, which ended in 1958 

Native Americans: AIM
a. The success of the protests led to a new generation of Native Americans activists willing to fight for their rights 
b. In 1968, the American Indian Movement (AIM) was founded and was more aggressive in demanding rights for people on reservations and recognition of tribal laws 
c. In 1972, AIM members occupied the Bureau of Indian Affairs in Washington, D.C. for a week and the leader, Russell Means, declared “We don’t want civil rights in the what man’s society – we want our own sovereign rights.” 

Native American Success
a. In the early 1970s, Native Americans protested for more federal aid 
b. In 1975, the Indian Self-Determination Act was passed which gave tribal governments more control over social programs, law enforcement, and education 
c. Several court cases were won in the 1970s as well which gave back some of the ancestral land and water, hunting, and fishing rights 

Women’s Movement
a. Women faced discrimination in the finding jobs, entering the military, becoming police officers, signing contracts, getting credit, selling property, etc. 
b. Women were encouraged to stay home once they were married and could get fired for getting pregnant 
c. Betty Friedan wrote a book called The Feminine Mystique that gave a voice to the concerns and inequalities that women faced
 
NOW and ERA
a. Friedan’s book inspired the formation of the National Organization for Women (NOW) which worked to get women good jobs and equal pay for their work 
b. Congress passed the Equal Rights Amendment in 1972 (ERA) which outlawed discrimination based on sex 
c. The amendment was never ratified and added to the Constitution because it only received 35 state votes instead of the 38 it needed 
d. The Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Higher Education Act of 1972 outlawed discrimination against women 
