Chapter 16 – The Vietnam War (1950-1975)
Timeline
a. 1954 – U.S. gives money to South Vietnam 
b. 1960 – Kennedy elected president 
c. 1963 – JFK assassinated, Lyndon B. Johnson takes over for JFK 
d. 1964 – Johnson is reelected, Gulf of Tonkin Resolution passed
e. 1965 – U.S. troops go to Vietnam 
f. 1968 – Nixon elected 
g. 1969 – Nixon begins to withdraw troops 
h. 1970 – Kent State shooting 
i. 1973 – U.S. leaves Vietnam 
Vietnamese Fight For Independence
a. From the late 1800s until WWII, _________________ ruled Vietnam as a part of their colony of _________________________
b. France increased its wealth by exporting ______________________ from Vietnam – but the Vietnamese peasants lost their land and grew poor
Vietnamese Revolt Against Foreign Rule
c. In 1930, a revolutionary leader named _____________________ united three communist groups to form the _________________________________ (ICP)
a. They called for an independent Vietnam controlled by peasant and other workers
d. The ICP organized protests against the French gov’t and the French responded by arresting suspected Communists and _________________________________

Viet Minh is Formed
e. In ________, during WWII, Japan took over Vietnam. Ho Chi Minh directed the ICP to ______________________________________ to form the Viet Minh, who were trained to make Vietnam free of foreign rule
f. After the Japanese surrendered to the Allies in August 1945, Ho Chi Minh declared Vietnam _____________________________.
g. In 1946, war broke out between the __________________ and France.

America Enters the Conflict
h. As France fought to hold onto power in Vietnam, the U.S. struggled against the Soviet Union in the ______________________.
i. In 1949, the Communist took over China and Truman’s policy of ___________________ was being threatened – fear spread.
Truman and Eisenhower Aid the French
a. U.S. leaders felt they had to stop the spread of communism in Asia
b. They agreed to ___________________ because the U.S. was going to need France’s help to fight the Soviets
c. The U.S. entered the conflict in 1950 when Truman offered ________________ in military aid to the French.
d. Both Presidents use the ______________________ to explain the need to support anti-communism in Vietnam.
Vietnam Divides North and South
a. Even with U.S. aid, the French couldn’t defeat the Viet Minh
b. _____________________, France met with them for peace talks in Geneva, Switzerland and they reached an agreement called the _____________________
a. Geneva Accords – divided Vietnam into North and South along the _________________ called the DMZ (demilitarized zone)
c. This agreement provided a temporary division until an election could be held during the _______________________
d. Ho Chi Minh controlled the Communist North and Ngo Dinh Diem became the President of the anti-communist South
e. Ho Chi Minh was a popular leader while Diem had little support in the South
f. Eisenhower continued to aid Diem’s gov’t and described it as “__________________”
Fear of the Communism Shapes U.S. Policy
a. 1960, JFK became President and the ___________________________ convinced him to continue supporting the fight in Vietnam
Diem Receives More U.S. Aid
a. Despite the aid, Diem had not established a democratic gov’t – it was ____________
b. In the countryside he let landlords take back land given to peasants and he jailed, tortured, and killed opponents – this drove many to ____________________
c. In 1960, dissatisfied South Vietnamese joined with South Vietnamese Communists to form the __________________________________ (NLF)
a. Nicknamed the ________________________ for Vietnamese Communist
d. The Viet Cong fought to _____________ the Diem gov’t and reunite the country to communist rule
e. North Vietnam supported the Viet Cong, sending soldiers and supplies along a network of paths called the _______________________________
a. This wove through neighboring ________ and _____________ jungles and mountains



The Diem Government Falls
a. By late 1963, the U.S. had more than _______________________ personnel in Vietnam
b. American officials urged Diem to make ______________, __________________, and _________________ reforms but he refused
c. _______________________________, a military coup with American support overthrew Diem and against Kennedy’s wishes, Diem was ____________
d. Kennedy was assassinated three weeks later, and ___________________________ became President and deepened U.S. involvement in Vietnam
Direct Military Involvement Begins
a. In the summer of 1964, Johnson’s military advisers made plans to bomb North Vietnam to __________________________ on Ho Chi Minh to stop supporting the Viet Cong
b. The U.S. destroyer _________________ had been patrolling in the Gulf of _________ when North Vietnamese torpedo boats fire on it
c. Johnson asked Congress to pass the Gulf of Tonkin __________________ which gave the President the power to use military force in Vietnam
Johnson Sends Troops
a. In _____________________, Johnson sent group troops whose numbers grew from 75,000 in the middle of 1965 to _________________ by the end of the year
b. This policy of ___________________, or increasing military involvement in Vietnam, continued over the next few years
c. _____________________________________, the commander of U.S. forces in South Vietnam, asked for more and more troops
d. By the end of 1968 there were more than _______________ American military personnel in South Vietnam.
A Different Kind of War
a. Most U.S. soldiers in Vietnam were ______________ and _________________.  The average soldier was 19 and served a one-year tour of duty  
b. By the time soldiers and officers had gained enough experience, their tours of duty were over
c. The Vietnam differed from WWII in that there was no ___________________, the Viet Cong mixed with the general population and operated _________________
a. “You never knew who was the enemy and who was the friend… The enemy was all around you.”
d. Because the ________________ could not match American firepower, they relied on ________________________________, or surprise attacks by small bands of fighters
e. Viet Cong guerrillas would suddenly ____________ from networks of underground tunnels to fight.  They would then disappear back into the tunnels.  They riddled the countryside and jungles with _____________ and _______________, such as bamboo stakes hidden in covered pits and they hung ____________ from trees and hid them in bushes.
f. Even the land and climate of Vietnam provided difficult.  The heat was ______________ and the rain almost constant.  After wading through flooded rice paddies, they had to pick ______________ off their feet and legs.
American Strategies
a. To reveal and destroy Viet Cong hideouts, American troops used _____________ that ruined the landscape.  Over wide areas, U.S. planes dropped bombs of ___________, jellied gasoline that burns violently.  Planes also sprayed _________________, a chemical that kills plants, over the jungles.
b. _________________________________ missions were another American war tactic that terrorized Vietnamese villagers.  In such missions, soldiers hunted Viet Cong and __________________________________ villages thought to be sheltering them.
c. These destructive methods defeated the purpose of “_____________________________” of the villagers and turning them against communism.
Tet: A Turning Point
a. On ___________________________, 1968, the Communist launched the Tet Offensive.  
b. This was a surprise attack on U.S. military bases and more than _______ cities and towns in South Vietnam during Tet, the Vietnamese celebration of the lunar New Year
c. They killed not only _________________________ but also government officials, schoolteachers, doctors, and priests.  
d. The ____________________________ was a military defeat for the Communists.  They gained no cities and lost 45,000 soldiers.
U.S. Doubts Grow
a. The Tet Offensive attacks stunned America and ____________________ about the claim that America was winning the war.  
b. A “_____________________” was growing between the government’s claims and what the public saw was really happening.
c. “It became necessary to destroy the town in order to save it.” This quote spoke for what many considered the senselessness of the war, and it motivated some U.S. citizens, especially _______________________, to publicly protest the war.
The Growing Anti-War Movement
a. A lot of protesters believed that the United States had ____________________ involving itself in another country’s civil war
b. __________________________ formed a large and vocal group of protesters.  Many opposed the draft, which required young men to serve in the military.  In protests nationwide, young men burned their draft cards.  
c. About _____________________ people staged such a protest in front of the Pentagon on October 21, 1967.
d. Most draftees were poor.  Middle and upper class youths could delay being drafted by ____________________________
A Divided Country
a. By 1967, it was clear that the Vietnam War was dividing Americans into two camps.  Those who opposed the war were called ____________ and those who supported the war were known as _______________.
b. Supporters of the war staged marches of their own.  Believing that antiwar protesters were _____________________, they popularized such slogans as “America—love it or leave it.”
c. Because draftees tended to be poor, working class, or minorities, many doves belonged to these groups.
A Change in Leadership
a. _________________________, a respected TV news anchorman, visited Vietnam.  He concluded that the United States was not winning the war but was in a deadlock.
a. “The only rational way out, then, will be to negotiate, not as victors, but as an honorable people who lived up to their pledge to defend democracy, and did the best they could”. –Walter Cronkite
b. Johnson took Cronkite’s words to heart. “If I’ve lost Cronkite, I’ve lost _________________________” he said.
Morale Sinks
a. The __________________ of the U.S. forces in Vietnam became clear when news of the _________________________________ broke on March 16, 1968.
b. A U.S. platoon led by Lieutenant __________________________, rounded up and shot between 400 and 500 unarmed civilians, mostly women, children, and old men.
c. To Americans, My Lai represented a ___________________________ in morality and discipline in the armed forces.
“Peace with Honor”
a. In Spring 1969, Nixon announced his strategy of __________________________.  
b. It called for gradually withdrawing U.S. forces and turning the ground fighting over to the South Vietnamese.  
c. Nixon promised to withdraw 25,000 of the 543,000 U.S. ground troops in Vietnam by the __________________________.
d. He wanted “________________________” for the United States and he thought he could for the North Vietnamese to negotiate a peace settlement.
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a. In 1969, Nixon began secret bombing raids of __________________, a country bordering Vietnam. 
b. This bombing was meant to stop North Vietnamese troops and supplies from moving along the ___________________________.
c. In 1970, Nixon said that he had sent American troops into Cambodia to attack ______________________________ and many people grew angry when they learned that the government had widened the war and hidden its actions.
d. Public anger and distrust of the government grew after Daniel Ellsberg released the _____________________________ to the New York Times in 1971
a. --They showed that the four previous presidential administrations had not been honest with the public about U.S. involvement and goals in Vietnam
Peace Agreement
a. On January 27, 1973, in Paris, the Unites States and South Vietnam agreed to a cease-fire with North Vietnam and the Viet Cong – by ___________, for the U.S. the war was over
b. But for the Vietnamese, the war _______________.  In 1975, North Vietnam launched a massive invasion of South Vietnam.  
c. The American government sent money to help the South Vietnamese, but ___________.
d. On April 30 of that year, Communist forces captured _______________, which they renamed Ho Chi Minh City.  The war ended.
e. Many Vietnamese fled and succeeded in resettling in the United States.  By 2000, the Vietnamese-American community was ______________________ strong.
Legacy of the War at Home
a. The Vietnam War also took a ____________________ on American soldiers.  About 58,000 died and more than 300,000 were wounded.
b. Returning soldiers often had recurring ___________________ and other stress-related problems.  To make things worse, they came home to a public that, in many instances, treated them coldly.
c. The _____________________________________, passed in 1971, lowered the voting age from 21 to 18.  Its supports argued that anyone old enough to be drafted should be allowed to vote.  Then, in 1973, the government ________________________
d. In 1973, Congress passed the ____________________, which limits the president’s war-making powers.  The president must report to Congress within 48 hours if troops have been sent into a hostile situation without a declaration of war.  In addition, the troops may remain there for no longer than _________ unless Congress approves the president’s actions or declares war.
e. The Vietnam ________________________ was unveiled in Washington, D.C., in 1982.  For many Vietnam veterans, visiting the memorial is a healing experience.
